
Report of the Administrative Commission  
to Dissolve the St. Augustine Presbyterian Church of Paterson, New Jersey 

November 15, 2022 

The Commission was formed at the November 17, 2020 meeting of the Presbytery of the 
Palisades, after a request from the congregation to dissolve the St. Augustine Presbyterian 
Church, but maintain the Multi-Service Community Outreach Program housed and run by the 
church (now known as STAMP – St. Augustine Multi-Service Program).   

The first meeting of the AC was called by the former clerk of the Palisades Presbytery, Paul 
Rack, on March 2, 2021, and it has met 14 times since.  The AC attended a worship service on 
June 20, 2021 and spoke with congregation members after the service.  The church and AC held 
a service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for the ministry of St. Augustine on June 19, 2022 
attended by members, former members, friends, the Spanish congregation housed in the building, 
and Rev. Steve Houston.  Meanwhile the AC also located bank accounts and other documents, 
including the church register and some session records and turned them over to the Presbytery.  
Presbytery lawyer Tania Nemeth located the deed and title, resolved liens against the church, and 
negotiated with a buyer who pledged to create a new space on the property for STAMP.  And 
with the indispensable help of Jerome Lane and Tania Nemeth, a Board of Directors for STAMP 
was created and 501c3 status secured, so that STAMP could continue independently of the St. 
Augustine Church. 

We are now in contract with the Paterson Falls Realty Group LLC to sell the building for 
$1,200,000, with $200,000 of that money put into escrow to create space for STAMP in a new 
building to be constructed on the property. We hope to close by the end of November. Going 
forward, we anticipate that money from the sale of the building will be used to sustain the 
ministry of STAMP.  A final report will be forthcoming, hopefully at the next Presbytery 
meeting.   

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Debra Given, AC Chair    


