
Warrant 
for an 

Administrative Commission of the Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey concerning 
the First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park, NJ

February 1, 2023

“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure 
is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.” -- 2 Timothy 4:6–8 

On Administrative Commissions

A commission is empowered to consider and conclude matters referred to it by a 
governing body. The appointing body shall state specifically the scope of power given to 
a commission. A commission shall keep a full record of its proceedings, which shall be 
submitted to its governing body to be incorporated in its minutes and to be regarded as 
the actions of the governing body itself. (G-3.0109b)  

The decision of an administrative commission shall be the action of the appointing 
governing body from the time of its completion by the commission and the 
announcement, where relevant, of the action to parties affected by it. Such decision shall 
be transmitted in writing to the stated clerk of the governing body, who shall report it to 
the governing body at its next meeting.  A governing body may rescind or amend an 
action of an administrative commission in the same way actions of the governing body 
may be modified.  (G-3.0109b) 

About the First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park 

The First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park has its genesis in 1893 when local 
residents were concerned about the lack of a Sunday School for area children. First 
building 1901, added to in 1917. 

The congregation was chartered in 1925, after being supported and overseen by the East 
Side Presbyterian Church of Paterson. 



The church grew substantially in the 1950s and 1960s, erecting a new sanctuary in this 
period. One note from the church history states: “One of the high points …  was the Billy 
Graham Crusade held in New York in 1957. Many of the members of the congregation 
served as counselors at these meetings. This helped to bring about a great spiritual 
growth in the congregation.”

The church’s growth in membership, its peak and subsequent multi-decade shrinkage 
almost exactly mirrors the national trends for the PCUSA.

The most recent pastor to serve this church is Rev. Michael Capron; he began in July of 
2018. The congregation engaged in several attempts at conventional evangelism, 
including mass mailings, engaging with new home purchasers and partnering with 
another church to hang materials on hundreds of doors in the community. These efforts 
yielded few results. In a more missional direction the church started an ESL class at a 
local library which was successful and obtained permission to add an optional Bible 
study component right after the class for anyone who wanted to stay. That was March of 
2020, and like so many things, was shut down by COVID. 

During 2021 and 2022, the session and congregation engaged in a careful process of 
discernment about the state of the church. The church found it helpful to distinguish 
between two terms, Vitality and Viability. Vitality describes a church’s ability to 
accomplish its mission with vigor. A viable church is one that has sufficient resources 
(financial and human) to maintain its current level of programming, staffing and building 
maintenance without depleting financial resources or spiritual energy of the leadership.

Church members are clear that the First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park is vital. 
Worship and education offerings are rich. The church generous in its financial support of 
mission and when an opportunity for hands-on service arises that is within their 
capability, they jump in with gusto. They are pleased to share space with the three other 
churches that rent portions of the building. 

Church members have discerned that the First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park is 
not viable. While the building and finances are in good shape, they are heavily reliant on 
a few key leaders and there almost no potential new leaders in the membership. Some of 
the current leaders may be moving on soon.

Therefore in a series of town hall meetings, the congregation declared its support for the 
session to pursue a general plan toward closure. Five parameters were identified around 
this process, which may take place in any order, as opportunity and prudence allow. 



The session will plan a final worship service of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Elmwood Park at a date to be determined, in or around November of 2023.
The session will explore faithful options for selling the building, understanding that 
both congregation and presbytery must agree to the terms of sale. Feedback from the 
congregation was strongly in favor of the building continuing to be used for Christian 
worship and/or charitable purposes, rather than being torn down and repurposed.
The pastor and session will strongly encourage all members to identify another church 
that they will join and will use our time in 2023 to help people plan for this. There will 
be no pressure for all to join the same church, but if groups of people decide to attend 
the same church, it would be good to keep the bond of fellowship. 
In consultation with the congregation, the session will adopt a plan for distributing the 
assets of the church—both the money and the furnishings—in a way that is both legal 
and fitting for the legacy of the church. 
When the time seems right, the members of the congregation will vote to request that 
the Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey dissolve the First Presbyterian Church of 
Elmwood Park as a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) as of a specified 
date.

The COM therefore requests that the Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey, create and 
empower an Administrative Commission. This Administrative Commission shall initially 
have the power to conclude the following actions:  

 Advise the session during the implementation of this course of action. 

 Represent the presbytery’s interests with regard to the church building and 
manse, having the authority to approve proposed terms of sale if the AC deems 
this wise. 

If, as anticipated, the congregation votes to request dissolution as of a specified date, then 
after that date the Administrative Commission shall have additional powers to conclude 
the following actions:  

 To dissolve The First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park.  

 To provide for the continuing spiritual and pastoral care of the remaining 
members of the First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park.  



 To transfer members of The First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park to 
other congregations and to provide for pastoral care for those who do not wish 
to, or are unable to transfer their membership.   

 To grant letters of dismissal to members for those who have not found a new 
church after a period of one year.  

 To discharge the financial obligations of the church and conclude the 
arrangements made by the session for the stewardship and disbursal of its 
assets. Once this is accomplished, the AC will take possession of all residual 
real and personal property of the church along with financial records and 
inventories of equipment and to oversee transfer of all real property and 
accounts to the Presbytery. 

 To take the original jurisdiction of the Session at such time as they stop 
meeting. 

 To ensure that bills are paid, the property is maintained and secured and 
adequate insurance coverage is in place. In addition the AC shall work with the 
groups currently using the facility to insure that their vital work is cared for.  

 To assert the claim of the Presbytery to any property of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Elmwood Park congregation not known at this time or property 
which may come as beneficiary of a will or trust not known at this time. 

 To transfer to the Stated Clerk for forwarding to Presbyterian Historical Society 
all official records of the congregation. Other historical records shall be 
transferred to the stated clerk for storage or transfer to PHS at their direction.  

 To complete any additional tasks necessary to close the corporation of the 
church.  

 To work with the session and pastor to see that the ministry and faithful history 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park are suitably celebrated in a 
service of worship.  

In undertaking these actions, the Administrative Commission shall be sensitive to the 
memory, heritage, and concerns of the members of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Elmwood Park.  



After the date of dissolution has been established by the congregation, The 
Administrative Commission shall invite at least one representative of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Elmwood Park to participate in its work with voice but without 
vote.  

Membership in this Administrative Commission shall be appointed by the Moderator of 
COM in consultation with the Stated Clerk. It shall include at least 3 members and 
appointments shall be announced at the next stated meeting of the Presbytery.   

This Administrative Commission shall report its actions to a future Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey. They shall provide the Presbytery with interim 
reports semi-annually and their warrant shall conclude with the completion of the above 
delegated tasks.     

Commission on Ministry of the Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey
Rev. Jeremy T. Campbell, Stated Clerk of Presbytery


