
If you have any ques.ons about this report, contact 
Stated Clerk Jeremy Campbell prior to the mee.ng. Telephone:  201-599-1111 

Email:  jtcampbell@pnenj.org          

Commission on Ministry Report to Presbytery 
Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey 

May 20, 2023 

A. Ac4ons Taken by the Transi4ons Team (Convener Madelynne Lindsey) 

South Church, Bergenfield 

The COM reviewed and APPROVED the Mission Study prepared by South Church 
and VOTED to permit them to move forward to form a Pastoral NominaBng 
CommiDee. 

United Presbyterian Church, Plainfield 

COM Reviewed the Mission Study prepared by United Presbyterian in Plainfield 
and APPROVED them to conBnue to move forward subject to several condiBons.   
COM understands that UPC will conBnue to retain Allegra Hoots as Interim Pastor 
and expects that the congregaBon will conBnue to abide by the annual 
requirements for compensaBon and review and that Allegra will reach out to COM 
to establish a Bme for an annual review. 

First Presbyterian, Springfield 

Jeremy agreed to serve as Moderator of the Session while the search for a bridge 
pastor conBnues. 

Linden Presbyterian Church 

Ken Macari will serve as Moderator of the Session for one more month. 

Roseland Presbyterian Church 

Temporary Supply Renewal Contract between Roseland Presbyterian Church  

 1



and the Rev. D. Oosterbaan  from June 1, 2023 to June 1, 2024 for 15+ hours  a 
week with annual salary of  $29,785.00.  APPROVED    

Bloomfield Presbyterian Church 

Appoint Ed Clydesdale as Moderator of the Session for the pastor’s sabbaBcal 
period  APPROVED 

Linden Presbyterian Church 

Appoint Ron Thompson as Moderator of the Session   APPROVED 

Iglesia Presbyteriana -  Paterson/Fairlawn 

Appoint Hector Seda as Moderator of the Session  APPROVED 

Grace Presbyterian Church, Montclair 

The COM Reviewed and APPROVED the Ministry InformaBon Form. 

The COM APPROVED a moBon to permit the congregaBon to elect a PNC 

Other Items 

The Team expressed appreciaBon to Madelynne Lindsey for her leadership since 
the incepBon of the new Presbytery. 

B. Ac4ons taken by the Administra4ve Team (Convener Rev. Mike Capron) 

Authorized the following persons to administer the Lord’s Supper: 
REs Rose Sheehan, Jane Aulenbach, and Diane Anderson. All three were trained at 
a class given by Palisades Presbytery in 2016 and are known to be in posiBons 
where this would be useful. 

We addiBonally authorized RE Karen Boelsche in the same way, with the proviso 
that CP Martha Day will train her. 
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C. Ac4ons Taken by the Membership Team (Convener Rev. Susan Friedl 

The membership team voted unanimously to ENDORSE Danny Velez-Acevedo 
(Cranford) to pursue appointment as a Navy Chaplain. 

First Presbyterian Church of  Verona 
After interviewing Session representatives and Rev. Dr. Rhonda Myers, the 
Membership Team unanimously voted to RECEIVE Rev. Myers into 
presbytery membership to serve First Presbyterian Church of  Verona as 
Interim Pastor effective June 1, 2023, for a 12 month period at the 
following terms of  Call: 

 Cash Salary   $ 57,000 
 Housing & Utilities   19,000 
 Cont Ed, Travel and Auto 5000 – to be paid by an accountable 

reimbursement plan at 65.5 cents per mile 
 Pension & Medic al    29640 
 SECA Offset      5814  
 TOTAL   $116, 454 

First Presbyterian Church, Caldwell 

The COM Membership Team welcomed First Presbyterian Church, Caldwell PNC 
Co-chairs Deb Calliff and Tom Asche and received the PNC's Minister InformaBon 
Form. Aber review and discussion, the MIF was unanimously APPROVED by 
consent. The meeBng was closed with prayer. 

        

D.  General 

Mike Capron brought several moBons from the Admin Team to the full COM: 

1. That Martha Day, BeDy Fetzer, Debbie Gargiulo, Madelynne Lindsey, Guillermo Lopez-
Acosta, Patricia Pastas, Doris Peterson, Maria Santa and Kirk Woodward be authorized by 
the presbytery to administer the Lord’s Supper at any venue within the presbytery 
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bounds terms of G-3.0301 b)  APPROVED 

2. That Ruling Elder Karen Castro be authorized to serve communion at 
Nuevas Fronteras.  APPROVED 

3. That COM reiterate what our policy already says, that CPs are covered under the policies 
on “Saying Goodbye” and that they sign the Covenant of Closure, which should be 
explained to their session just as it is for MWS.  APPROVED 

The COM discussed the following items to provide feedback to the Administra4on Team.  

  

1. That it be the policy of COM that Ruling Elders not be commissioned to serve the church 
of which they are a member. 

2. That the 2024 Minimum CompensaBon for Commissioned Pastors be made equal to that 
of Ministers of Word and Sacrament. 

MoBon:   That the Admin Team be commissioned to authorize certain ruling elders 
to administer the Lord’s Supper at any venue within the Presbytery bounds where 
the Lord’s Supper has been duly authorized by an appropriate council. (Under the 
terms of G-3.0301 b) This would be done as requested and when it seems 
appropriate, i.e., when provision has been made for their training.”  APPROVED 
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