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             The Administrative Commission of the Calvin Linden Presbyterian Church has met 21 times since 
October of 2022. 18 of those meetings have been over zoom and three of those meetings have been 
with members of the Congregation.  

               The Administrative Commission is working alongside, in conjunction with the Congregation to 
discern  their future. Over the years, the Slovak population of the Community, which was the mainstay 
of the Linden Calvin Presbyterian Church has changed.  Membership at Linden Calvin has declined, with 
long-term members retiring and moving away and in other cases, passing away.  

               The Administrative Commission is in the process of receiving and reviewing current financial 
reports, including contributions and expenses, current membership rolls and possible opportunities for 
the church in the future. Monthly financial reports have been received through the end of July 2023 
with checkbook balances and New Covenant Fund balances received through July 2023. Insurance 
information has been reviewed with Brown and Brown based on the coverage from Philadelphia 
Insurance. An appraisal of the church property and parking lot was performed on August 28th by Ard 
Associates of Clark, NJ. The results of the appraisal will be available by the end of September.  

                 A final worship service was held on Pentecost Sunday, May 28th, 2023, at 11 AM. A reception 
was held immediately following the service in the fellowship hall, with close to 100 people attending 
both the service and reception. Elder Linwood Bagby led the service. The Rev. Susan Friedl also 
participated, along with members and friends of the congregation. The Rev. Ryan Landino participated 
via a web link and sent a letter to be read during the service. An invitation to the Presbytery was posted 
on the Presbytery of Northeast NJ’s Newsletter. Personal letters and contacts were made to the Rev. 
David Krotchko and his family. James Macklin of the Bowery Mission, one of the longtime mission 
partners of Calvin Linden also spoke during the service. Emails were also sent to the leaders of the 
Linden Interfaith Council and the Linden/Roselle Pastor’s Council to invite them to the service and to 
inform them of the closing of the Calvin Linden Presbyterian Church. 

                Since the final service was held on May 28th, two churches have inquired about leasing the 
Calvin Linden Building for church services. One of those has been denied and with the other, the AC is 
awaiting additional information from them. One organization has requested use of the building to 
expand its services in Linden and a contractor has made very preliminary inquiries about purchasing the 
Calvin Linden building for use by his congregation.   

                 We, as the Administrative Commission, covet the prayers of the Presbytery as we journey 
alongside the members of Calvin Linden Presbyterian Church and continue to discern their future. 

 

     Elder Linda Macari, Rev. Dan Martian, Elder Skip Winter,  
                                                                   Elder Mary Ellen Tango and Elder John Arrowood   
                                               

   


