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             The AdministraHve Commission of the Calvin Linden Presbyterian Church has met 24 Hmes since 
October of 2022. 21 of those meeHngs have been over zoom and three of those meeHngs have been 
with members of the CongregaHon. AddiHonal meeHngs were held separately with ARD Associates, 
officials from the City of Linden, with churches who are interested in leasing the facility and with 
Community Ministry Staff Leader Jerome Lane.  

               The AdministraHve Commission is working alongside, in conjuncHon with the CongregaHon to 
discern  their future. Over the years, the Slovak populaHon of the Community, which was the mainstay of 
the Linden Calvin Presbyterian Church has changed.  Membership at Linden Calvin has declined, with 
long-term members reHring and moving away and in other cases, passing away.  

               The AdministraHve Commission is in the process of receiving and reviewing current financial 
reports, including contribuHons and expenses, current membership rolls and possible opportuniHes for 
the church in the future. Monthly financial reports have been received through the end of September 
2023 with checkbook balances and New Covenant Fund balances also received through September 
2023. Insurance informaHon has been reviewed with Brown and Brown based on the coverage from 
Philadelphia Insurance. An appraisal of the church property and parking lot was performed on August 
28th by Ard Associates of Clark, NJ.  

                 A final worship service was held on Pentecost Sunday, May 28th, 2023, at 11 AM. A recepHon 
was held immediately following the service in the fellowship hall, with close to 100 people a\ending 
both the service and recepHon. Elder Linwood Bagby led the service. The Rev. Susan Friedl also 
parHcipated, along with members and friends of the congregaHon. The Rev. Ryan Landino parHcipated 
via a web link and sent a le\er to be read during the service. An invitaHon to the Presbytery was posted 
on the Presbytery of Northeast NJ’s Newsle\er. Personal le\ers and contacts were made to the Rev. 
David Krotchko and his family. James Macklin of the Bowery Mission, one of the longHme mission 
partners of Calvin Linden also spoke during the service. Emails were also sent to the leaders of the 
Linden Interfaith Council and the Linden/Roselle Pastor’s Council to invite them to the service and to 
inform them of the closing of the Calvin Linden Presbyterian Church. 

                Since the final service was held on May 28th, two churches have inquired about leasing the 
Calvin Linden Building for church services. One of those has been denied and with the other, the AC is 
awaiHng addiHonal informaHon from them. One organizaHon has requested use of the building to 
expand its services in Linden and a contractor has made very preliminary inquiries about purchasing the 
Calvin Linden building for use by his congregaHon.  Members of the AdministraHve Commission have 
also met with officials of the city of Linden, including the mayor. At this point in Hme, the city of Linden 
does not have an interest in purchasing and developing the building. They have not completely shut the 
door. ConversaHons are ongoing with the Union County Division of Social Services. Home Rule laws in NJ 
dictated that we speak with Linden first before the County as the city has rights of first refusal.  We met 
with Community Ministry Staff Person Elder Jerome Lane. Jerome spoke with the United Community 
Development corporaHon which works with the Presbytery in the former Newark Presbytery. Jerome 
informs us that they do not have an interest in expanding into Linden. He is awaiHng a reply from the 
SalvaHon Army to see if they have an interest in expanding into Linden.  Jerome is also reaching out to 
the NJ Center for Non-Profits to see if they have any organizaHons that might be interested in working 
with us. Another potenHal partner may be the State of NJ Veterans of Foreign Wars. Jerome has also 



been in conversaHon with the Mental Health AssociaHon of NJ who expressed an interest in the 
property.  

                 We, as the AdministraHve Commission, covet the prayers of the Presbytery as we journey 
alongside the members of Calvin Linden Presbyterian Church and conHnue to discern their future. 

     Elder Linda Macari, Rev. Dan MarHan, Elder Skip Winter,                                                                     
Elder Mary Ellen Tango and Elder John Arrowood         
                                         

  


