
Refugee Assistance Grant 
 
Introduction 
Guided by the biblical mandate to love the alien and show hospitality to strangers, The 
Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey is committed to supporting member congregations in their 
ministries with refugees. 
 
Purpose 
To support congregations which are active in sponsoring or working with refugees. 
 
Grant Amounts 
Not to exceed $7,500 
 
Use of Funds 
The Refugee Assistance Grant supports congregations actively engaged in welcoming and 
accompanying refugees as they establish new lives in the United States. Grant funds are 
intended to supplement assistance provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), recognized resettlement agencies, and the 
congregation. 
 
Funds may be used for expenses that address immediate resettlement needs as well as 
longer-term integration and stability. Eligible uses include, but are not limited to: 
 

1.​ Housing and Basic Needs 
○​ Rental assistance, security deposits, or utility payments 
○​ Essential furniture and household items (e.g., beds, tables, kitchen supplies) 
○​ Clothing and culturally appropriate food 
○​ Transportation assistance, including public transit passes or bicycles 

2.​ Education and Language Development 
○​ English as a Second Language (ESL) classes 
○​ Tutoring for children or adults 
○​ School supplies and educational materials 
○​ Credential evaluation or certification programs for professional recertification 

3.​ Employment and Economic Stability 
○​ Job training or workforce development programs 
○​ Tools, uniforms, or equipment required for employment 
○​ Childcare necessary for participation in employment or training 
○​ Financial literacy or budgeting programs 

4.​ Health and Well-Being 
○​ Medical, dental, or vision care not covered by insurance 
○​ Mental health services and trauma-informed counseling 
○​ Interpretation and translation services 

5.​ Legal and Immigration Support 



○​ Legal fees related to immigration status, work authorization, family reunification, 
or asylum processes 

○​ Assistance with documentation and application fees 
6.​ Community Integration and Congregational Support 

○​ Transportation to medical appointments, school, employment, or worship 
○​ Technology such as phones or laptops to support communication, education, and 

employment 
○​ Program costs associated with congregational sponsorship or accompaniment 

ministries 
○​ Modest administrative expenses directly related to coordinating refugee support 

 
Eligibility 
All congregations within the Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey are eligible to apply for the 
Refugee Assistance Grant. To be considered for funding, applicants must meet the following 
requirements: 
 

1.​ Partnership with a Recognized Resettlement Agency 
○​ The congregation must actively collaborate with at least one of the following U.S. 

Refugee Resettlement Agencies, ensuring coordinated and responsible support: 
■​ Bethany Christian Services (BCS) 
■​ Church World Service (CWS) 
■​ Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM) 
■​ Ethiopian Community Development Council (ECDC) 
■​ Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) 
■​ International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
■​ Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service (LIRS) 
■​ U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) 

 
Note: Partnerships with local affiliates of these agencies satisfy this requirement. 
 

2.​ Active Congregational Engagement 
○​ Demonstrate that the congregation is actively involved in sponsoring or 

supporting refugees through volunteer teams, financial commitments, or ministry 
programs. 

○​ Provide a description of the congregation’s role in the resettlement or 
accompaniment process. 

3.​ Session Approval and Oversight 
○​ The Session must formally approve the application and designate a liaison 

responsible for communication with the presbytery and the resettlement agency. 
4.​ Eligible Refugee Status 

○​ Assistance must be directed to individuals or families who have been accepted 
into: 

○​ The U.S. Refugee Resettlement Program, 
○​ The Afghan Parolee Assistance Program, or 
○​ The Uniting for Ukraine program. 

 



5.​ Financial Accountability 
○​ Submit a proposed budget outlining how grant funds will be used. 
○​ Agree to provide a brief final report summarizing the impact of the grant and the 

outcomes of the congregation’s ministry with refugees. 
6.​ Compliance with Safeguarding and Legal Standards 

○​ Commit to adhering to all applicable safeguarding, confidentiality, and 
non-discrimination policies. 

○​ Ensure that funds are used in coordination with the resettlement agency to avoid 
duplication of benefits. 


